Imperforate anus in females: frequency of genital tract involvement, incidence of associated anomalies, and functional outcome.
Of 162 female patients with imperforate anus, 21% had a noncommunicating and 79% a communicating anomaly of the rectum or anus. Associated anatomical abnormalities were found in the lower urinary tract (15%), upper urinary tract (25%), lower genital tract (27%), upper genital tract (35%), and additional organ systems (51%). Death occurred in 26 patients and in 19, this was attributed to the associated abnormalities. Functional outcome was assessed in those patients 13 years of age or older. Bowel function was normal or near normal in 85%, as was urinary and renal function. In 44% of patients evaluated, there was persistent vaginal abnormality or scarring and in 25%, this was severe enough to require future surgery.